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Louisiana Housing Finance Agency

Measure Evidence
HOUSING LOCATION: Site and Neighborhood Standards
A1. Mandatory 
restrictions prohibiting 
increases in racial and 
economic (or low-income) 
concentration

No.
 

A2. Scoring that 
discourages racial and 
economic concentration. 

No.

A3. Mandatory 
requirements for 
development in high-
opportunity areas

No.

A4a. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high-income areas.

10 points for projects is located in census tract in which the 
median income of the census tract exceeds 120% of the area 
median income for the Parish (p. 77).  This quality is also used
as a tie-breaker criteria, with preference given to projects 
which promote geographic diversity by being located in a 
census tract with high area median incomes p. 13).

A4b. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high opportunity areas.

Up to 10 points for proximity to positive neighborhood 
features. 1 points awarded for the following services located 
within 1 mile of the project (measured by odometer driving 
distance) and ½ points awarded for any service listed that is 
located over 1 mile but is within 2 miles: grocery store, public
library, public transportation [also applies to A7], 
hospital/doctor’s office/clinic, elementary school, pharmacy, 
licensed daycare, bank post office (p. 80-1).

A5. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near high-
quality schools.

 [TR] (Under Infrastructure requirements) Evidence that (a) 
primary educational facilities are reasonably available to 
school-age children of tenants if the project is for family units 
or, if such facilities are not, a narrative statement of how 
school-age children will access public educational facilities 
and (b) the local public school system has been notified about
the estimated prospective population count of school age 
children in the project when the project is placed in service (p.
15).

A6. Scoring that 
discourages development in
distressed neighborhoods.1

A subsidy layering review will be conducted in connection 
with any project receiving Governmental Assistance from HUD
or RD in addition to housing tax credits for each of 
acquisition, rehabilitation and new construction uses (p. 25).

 (-) 6 points to projects that meet any of the redevelopment
criteria:
distressed property, redevelopment property, owner occupied
property with development plan of action, urban 
redevelopment property (p. 77).

 (-) 6 points for Non-Scattered Site Abandoned Project (must
submit letter from local governmental unit that all units are 

1 Evidence of the inverse: preference for development in distressed neighborhoods (by overemphasizing 
QCT/DDA preference, preference for existing subsidized housing in distressed neighborhoods, preferences 
for low-income matched financing, etc.) should also be noted.
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substandard and have been vacant for at least six monthsand
Capital Needs Assessment must also certify 100% vacancy.  7
points for substantial rehabilitation or conversion of Historic 
Property. 8 points for rehabilitation or conversion of Non-
Historic Property (p. 77).  Up to 11 points for rehab of 
scattered-site units (p. 78).  

 (-) 2 points for projects in QCTs/DDAs (p. 79). 

(-) Up to 4 points for projects that can show other forms of 
government support (CDBG, HOME, or other governmental 
assistance/funding in the form of loan, grants, rental 
assistance) to reduce project development costs (p. 80).

5 points each will be deducted if any of the following 
incompatible uses are adjacent to the site; 2 points each will 
be deducted if any of the following incompatible uses listed 
are within ½ mile of the site (no max deductions): 
junkyard/dump, salvage yard, wastewater treatment facility, 
distribution facility, electrical substation, prison, adult 
entertainment, pig/chicken farm, processing plant, industrial, 
airport, liquor store, solid waste disposal, bar/lounge (p. 81). 

A7. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near mass
transit.

 [TR] (Under Infrastructure requirements) Evidence that 
reasonable transportation services are currently proximate to 
the site, or if such transportation services are not, a narrative 
statement of how tenants will access commercial, 
educational, recreational and other services upon completion 
of project (p. 14). 

A8. Focus on and 
operationalization of a 
neighborhood revitalization 
plan.  

2 points for projects that submit a copy of Final Concerted 
Community Revitalization Plan adopted by local governmental
unit (p. 79). 

6 points to projects in an Enterprise Community or Renewal 
Community; 3 points to projects in a HUB Zone (p. 80). 

B1. Local participation in 
site selection is limited to 
statutory minimum.2

No.

HOUSING ACCESS: Affirmative Marketing, Priority Groups
C1. Mandatory 
requirements ensuring 
affirmative marketing.

As noted in O2, any Veteran’s projects must have a veteran-
specific outreach and marketing plan.

C2. Scoring that 
incentivizes affirmative 
marketing.

No.

C3. Scoring that incentives 
language access and 
marketing to non-English 
speakers.

No.

D1. Scoring that promotes 
Section 8 voucher access in 
high-opportunity areas.

4 points to projects that submit a certified letter stating 
they will accept referrals fromlocal PHA to which Developer 
agrees to rent low-income units to households at the top of 
PHA's waiting list (p. 80).

D2. Requirements for 
monitoring Section 8 

No.

2 Evidence of the inverse: preferences or requirements for local participation should also be noted.
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http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/economicdevelopment/programs/rc
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/economicdevelopment/programs/rc
http://www.sba.gov/hubzone/


voucher access in high-
opportunity areas.
F1. Incentives for larger 
family units.

No.

F2. Incentives targeting 
families/families with 
children

No.

G1. Scoring that promotes 
units for lowest-income 
households (outside high-
poverty areas).

Up to 6 points for increased unit affordability (p. 79):
4 points: At least 5% less than 10% of units serve HHs (other 

than PSH) with incomes <=30% AMI.
5 points: At least 10% but less than 15% of units serve HHs 

(other than PSH) with incomes <=30% AMI. 
6 points: At least 5% and less than 10% of units serve PSH 

HHs with incomes <=20% AMI.  
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
H1. Racial/demographic 
reporting requirements.

No.

 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT
TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE:  159 (Scoring systems is such that points can be gained or lost.)  
Minimum score of 60 except for RD Projects.

Notes: 
Allocation pools include Non-profit (10%), General, and Rural Rehab.  Projects may select only 
one pool to apply to. 

The Market Study must identify all multifamily housing developments in the primary market 
area of the proposed project, which are financed by HUD, RD and the LHFA or the Corporation 
(p. 29).  [Though no mention is made about limiting concentration of subsidized developments 
in an area, as this would potentially apply to A1.]  Similarly, the Market Study must include a  
statement of housing needs of large families and tenant populations with children in the 
primary market area and the extent there will be unmet needs for such individuals and families 
following construction/rehab of the Project [as this pertains peripherally to F1] (p. 30). 

The Market Study (Part II of the Selection Criteria) contains a number of positive points and 
negative points relating to the location of a Project. Each Market Study must include a separate 
section that evidences whether the Project satisfies the positive points listed or incurs the 
negative points listed. The decision of the market analyst on location characteristics 
(neighborhood features) will be final (p. 30) [A4b/A6]. 

CONCERTED COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PLAN: A plan, including measurable and/or 
tangible objectives, approved by a local governmental unit following a public hearing which 
describes an area and the incentives and the measures to coordinate and target resources to 
the area for purposes of redeveloping or revitalizing the area and which identifies the strategies
and organizations to implement revitalization (p. 39).

SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSEHOLD: A household which constitutes a Single Parent Household, 
Large Family Household, a Foster Parent Household, an Elderly Household, a Disabled 
Household or a Homeless Household.  SPECIAL NEEDS PROJECTS: A Project in which at least 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the units are set aside for Special Needs Households in 
accordance with the Tax Credit Regulatory Agreement; provided, however, that a Special Needs
Project constituting an Elderly Project must satisfy the requirements of the Fair Housing Act (p. 
56).
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Up to 10 points for Project Diversity in which the percentage of Low Income Units in Project 
does not exceed a certain % (10 points if low-income units no more than 40% of total projects, 
8 points if low-income units no more than 50% of total projects, 4 points if low-income units no 
more than 60% of total project). It seems this criteria is intended to encourage mixed-use 
projects, but also may work against the goals of G1 (p. 77). 

Though points area awarded for both QCT/DDA area development [A6] and concerted 
community revitalization plan [A8], unlike in many other QAPs, the points are awarded 
separately.  This allows points to be awarded in QCTs/DDA area projects that do not have a 
concerted community revitalization plan (see p. 79).   

OTHER CATEGORIES
O1. Scoring that promotes 
units for persons with 
disabilities.

See O2.

Up to 3 points for projects with accessible units 
beyond the 5% minimum (p. 81-2):
 3 points if >15% of total units are accessible
 2 points if >10% of total units are accessible
 1 points if >8% of total units are accessible

O2. Scoring that promotes 
units for special needs 
populations.  

5 points for projects with 20%+ units for special 
needs HHs (Homeless, Disabled, Tenant populations of 
individuals with children) (3 points for projects with 
10%+ units for this population (p. 78).  These projects 
must include a description of supportive services 
tailored to the identified population.

Up to 11 points for Veteran’s projects (p. 79).  These 
projects must also have a Veteran-specific outreach 
and marketing plan [also applies to C1]. 

O3. Scoring to promote 
home ownership.

No. 

O4. Provisions affirmatively 
furthering fair housing laws.

As part of annual compliance monitoring, owners 
must show all units in the project were for use by the 
general public, including the requirement that no 
finding of discrimination under the Fair Housing Act 
occurred for the Project. A finding of discrimination 
includes an adverse final decision by the Secretary of 
HUD, an adverse final decision by a substantially 
equivalent state or local fair housing agency, or an 
adverse judgment from a federal court (p. 68-9).
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